
Reason. Science. Secular Values.



To make a better world, we need to use our heads and our hearts. To confront the challenges that 
face us as a planetary civilization, we need to use the tools of science and reason guided by com-
passion and respect for the dignity of every individual. To move forward, we need to discard old 
superstitions, prejudices, and magical thinking and embrace facts, evidence, and critical thinking. 

It’s about more than whether or not God exists. It’s about more than whether ghosts roam 
among us, aliens hover above us, or psychics can see within us. 

The Center for Inquiry (CFI) strives to foster a society free of the dogmatic influence of religion 
and pseudoscience; a society inspired by the ideals of the Enlightenment, the wonders of  
science, and the limitless potential of human intelligence and creativity; a society in which beliefs 
are not granted the same rights as people, where the freedom of expression is enjoyed by all,  
and all ideas are open to the scrutiny of reason. 

Secular government. Free inquiry. Critical thinking. Humanist values. 

This is the Center for Inquiry.



The Center for Inquiry was founded at a critical moment in time...

Seeking guidance through the crises of the tumultuous 1970s, many Americans looked to  
horoscopes, mystical gurus, spirits of the dead, super-advanced aliens, and countless other 
forms of pseudoscience, conspiracy theory, and the paranormal. Rationality was in  
dangerously short supply.

In 1976, humanist philosopher Paul Kurtz brought together an unprecedented assembly of 
some of the greatest minds of the era to promote scientific inquiry and critical thinking.  
Luminaries such as Carl Sagan, Isaac Asimov, B. F. Skinner, Martin Gardner, Ray Hyman,  
and James Randi joined Kurtz to form what was then the Committee for the Scientific  
Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal, or CSICOP—today known as the Committee  
for Skeptical Inquiry, or CSI.

 

  



...taking a step beyond atheism...

In 1980, Paul Kurtz founded the Council for Democratic and Secular Humanism (CODESH),  
the first organization to advocate for secular humanism: a naturalistic lifestance of positive,  
rational ethics. It stood in stark contrast to the rising Christian Right, a radical conservative  
political and cultural juggernaut that sought to dismantle the wall of separation between 
church and state while demonizing the already marginalized nonreligious.  
Today, CODESH is known as the Council for Secular Humanism. 



...and into a house of enlightenment.

In 1991, these two organizations established a single headquarters, adjacent to the University at 
Buffalo where Paul Kurtz had been teaching philosophy since 1965, which included a library that 
collected and preserved skeptic and humanist materials from throughout the ages. More than 
a building, this would soon become the umbrella institution encompassing these organizations’ 
shared mission for reason and science.  

It was called the Center for Inquiry.



Bringing Humanist Values to the World Stage

Since 2005, CFI has held special consultative status at 
the United Nations, defending and advancing universal 
human rights from a secular perspective by fighting blas-
phemy laws, protecting the rights of nonbelievers, pro-
moting equality for women and the LGBTQ community, 
and curbing the spread of pseudoscience. CFI represen-
tatives address the UN Human Rights Council, directly 
engage foreign diplomats and delegations, and partner 
with other NGOs to advance shared priorities. 

In 2015, CFI representative Josephine Macintosh deliv-
ered a statement to the Human Rights Council in Geneva 
condemning the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for its perse-
cution of secularists and critics. The Saudi representative 
repeatedly attempted to shout Macintosh down, insisting 
that the council “shut this woman up,” but she would not 
be bullied into silence. Delegations from several nations, 
including the U.S., Canada, France, and Ireland, all spoke 
out in support of Macintosh’s and the Center for Inquiry’s 
right to be heard. The Saudis were made to yield.



Magazines That Launched Movements

The Center for Inquiry is the source of not one but two founda-
tional journals of the freethought movement, with subscribers in 
the tens of thousands in print and online.

Skeptical Inquirer, introduced in 1977, brings together experts in 
science, medicine, and investigation for in-depth inquiries into 
paranormal phenomena, sharp commentary on misinformation 
and conspiracy theories, and historical and sociological perspec-
tive on all manner of extraordinary claims.

Free Inquiry, founded in 1980, is quite simply the intellectual home 
of secular humanism. Provocative commentaries critical of religion 
and faith leave no taboo unbroken and no third rail untouched, as 
eminent scholars tackle the most difficult ethical and philosophical 
questions of our time. 



Religious Privilege Meets Its Match

To realize its mission, CFI braves one of the most frightening,  
bewildering, and irrational arenas on Earth: Capitol Hill. 

The Center for Inquiry’s Office of Public Policy, based in  
Washington, D.C., is your advocate for secularism, science,  
and humanist values, fighting back against the privileging of  
religion in the halls of power. Full-time staff lobby for legislation  
and policies based on facts and evidence, free from the insidious 
influence of religious dogma and superstition. Grassroots supporters 
respond to CFI’s calls to action on issues such as church-state  
separation, science-based health and environmental policies, and 
equality for those most harmed by the religious Right’s agenda: 
women, religious minorities, the LGBTQ community, and, of course, 
the nonreligious.

With reason and evidence on our side, backed by one  
of the fastest-growing constituencies—the religiously  
unaffiliated—our community is being heard like never before.

The Sacred Right to Blaspheme

In 2006, Free Inquiry took a stand for free expression by  
becoming the first U.S. print publication of national circulation 
to publish a selection of the so-called “Danish cartoons” of the 
Prophet Muhammed that sparked outrage and violence  
throughout the Muslim world. Major book-seller chains in North 
America barred sales of Free Inquiry for a time as a result. 

On September 30, 2009, the fourth anniversary of the violent  
protests over the cartoons, CFI established what would become 
International Blasphemy Rights Day to support the right to  
question prevailing religious beliefs without fear of violence  
or persecution. 
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Historic Victories for Secular Marriage

Just as religious couples can be married by clergy from 
their faith tradition, secular couples deserve the right to 
a marriage solemnized by someone who represents their 
worldview. But in many states, nonreligious couples must 
either settle for a religious wedding or be married by a 
government official. It is an unconstitutional privileging of 
religion.

In 2012, CFI filed suit in Indiana to allow its own  
certified Secular Celebrants to solemnize marriages in 
the state. The result: a landmark victory for the equality 
of nonbelievers. In a historic ruling in CFI’s favor, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit declared that 
nonreligious couples must be allowed to be true to them-
selves at such an important life milestone. More successes 
for Secular Celebrants followed, with a victory in Illinois 
State Court and a legislative win in Oregon.



Changing the Conversation  
on Climate Change

In a misguided effort to present a “balance” between two 
sides of the climate change debate, the press had for years 
referred to those who reject facts and parrot falsehoods as 
“climate skeptics.”

In 2014, more than fifty prominent scientists, scholars, and 
communicators signed a message from CFI to the news 
media: deniers are not skeptics. Skeptics rely on critical 
thinking and evidence, while deniers reject whatever facts 
conflict with a predetermined position.  

Signatories included “Science Guy” Bill Nye, physicist Mark 
Boslough, Cosmos cocreator Ann Druyan, evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins, and the late Nobel laureate Sir 
Harold Kroto. 

It worked. In 2015, the Associated Press, which supplies 
news to over 1,300 outlets, announced that it had updated 
its style guide to no longer refer to climate change deniers 
as “skeptics.” The AP credited CFI for the change.



The Underground Railroad for Atheists

In many parts of the world, religious fanatics target secularist  
writers and activists for persecution, violence, and even slaughter in 
the streets, all in an effort to terrorize their critics into silence. 

CFI’s Secular Rescue, founded in 2016, is a vital program that iden-
tifies those writers, activists, and everyday citizens in countries 
such as Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Iraq who live under the threat of 
violence and death, assisting them financially and diplomatically to 
help them escape to safety so they can continue their work and live 
their lives. The Atlantic called Secular Rescue “The Underground 
Railroad for atheists.”

Teachers: Science’s Most Important Allies

The Teacher Institute for Evolutionary Science (TIES) gives  
teachers the tools they need to effectively teach evolution  
and answer its critics. In just a few short years, TIES has become 
one of the brightest stars in CFI’s constellation of programs. 

Founded in 2015 as part of the Richard Dawkins Foundation for 
Reason & Science, TIES trains middle school science teachers  
in the most up-to-date concepts of evolutionary science,  
preparing them to better communicate their subject, navigate 
anti-evolution backlash, and inspire young minds to develop 
a love of science. TIES holds free workshops for teachers all 
across the country and widens its reach with free online  
workshops and seminars. 
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A Guiding Light for the Next Secular Leaders

On college campuses across the country, the next generation of 
critical thinkers are emerging, seeking fellowship, mentorship, and 
support.  

CFI On Campus helps these young leaders overcome the stigma of 
nonbelief, find camaraderie with like-minded young people, promote 
the principles of skepticism, and live out the ideals of humanism 
through good works. CFI On Campus serves student groups with 
materials, guidance in event planning, opportunities to connect in 
person with freethinking students from across the country,  
and internships at several CFI locations. 

The Cure for Fake Medicine

No organization has done more to curb the false marketing of 
homeopathic medicine than the Center for Inquiry. Promoted 
by gurus of alternative medicine as a “safe” and “natural” way 
to treat ailments, homeopathy is fake medicine that does not 
and cannot treat anything. 

As a direct result of CFI’s years of pressure and public  
education, including giving invited testimony, the Food and 
Drug Administration has publicly taken a tougher stance on 
homeopathy, as has the Federal Trade Commission, which also 
sought out CFI’s guidance.
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The Original Meme: CFI in the Digital Realm

The CFI website at centerforinquiry.org features columns from a 
wide array of writers, scholars, activists, and communicators. The 
YouTube channels of CFI and the Richard Dawkins Foundation 
draw millions of views for informative, entertaining, and inspiring 
video content. The Morning Heresy blog rounds up the most im-
portant and relevant news items of the day for the skeptic and sec-
ular community, served up with a healthy sprinkling of wry wit. 

On social media platforms, CFI and its programs serve as a coun-
terpoint to the deluge of misinformation and “fake news,” engaging 
the online community with shareable content that inspires action 
and unites our movement. As of this printing, over 1.5 million people 
follow the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason & Science on 
Facebook. (After all, Dawkins did invent the word meme.)

The Authority on Paranormal Investigation

Extraordinary claims can’t be dismissed just because they’re 
extraordinary. That’s why a central part of the Center for Inqui-
ry is investigation. (“Inquiry” is right in the name, after all.) And 
there is no greater authority than CFI’s own Joe Nickell. As the 
world’s only full-time science-based paranormal investigator 
and author of dozens of books, Nickell brings to CFI decades 
of experience in hands-on investigations and scientific and 
historical scholarship, making him the media’s go-to expert in 
all things haunted or extraterrestrial. 

At CFI West, a dogged ensemble of investigators takes a 
different tack, as the Independent Investigations Group (IIG) 
stands ready to test the claims of those who believe them-
selves to possess paranormal abilities, such as mind-reading or 
telekinesis. If anyone can prove, under mutually agreed upon 
testing conditions, that they do indeed have special powers, 
they can take home a prize of $100,000. Though many have 
tried to prove their extranormal skills to the IIG, to this day the 
prize remains unclaimed.
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Reality-Based Communities

CFI is a transnational organization with branches and affiliates across 
the United States and around the world. Beginning in 1996 with the 
founding of CFI West in Los Angeles, today there are CFI branches in 
places such as Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Oregon, Florida, and  
Washington, D.C., as well as international branches in countries such  
as Kenya, Argentina, China, and Poland.

Staff and volunteers at CFI branches organize enlightening events,  
advance our mission through state and local activism, and foster  
communities where freethinkers and skeptics find fellowship.   

Restoring the Rich History of Freethought

In 1993, CFI opened the Robert Green Ingersoll Birthplace 
Museum to the public in Dresden, New York, restoring the 
man known in the nineteenth century as “the Great Agnostic” 
to his rightful place in American history. Ingersoll was perhaps 
the most popular and gifted orator of the nineteenth century, 
fiercely advocating for reason, science, and secularism. 

The museum now serves as the anchor for the Freethought 
Trail, more than 100 physical sites in west-central New York 
State where freethought, woman’s suffrage, the abolition of 
slavery, and other radical reform movements of the nineteenth 
century were forged. A comprehensive website and physi-
cal sites bring to life the struggles for reason and equality by 
figures such as Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass, and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, in the very places 
where history was made.
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Deep Talk from Big Thinkers

Few people had heard of podcasts when the Center for Inquiry  
launched its own, Point of Inquiry, in 2005. Hundreds of episodes later, 
Point of Inquiry continues to serve as CFI’s flagship audio program,  
featuring in-depth interviews with the brightest minds from a wide  
array of disciplines. 

In episodes with downloads in the tens of thousands, Point of Inquiry 
guests have included such remarkable figures as Neil deGrasse Tyson,  
Bill Nye, Ann Druyan, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Margaret Sullivan, Rebecca  
Goldstein, Steven Pinker, and many more. 

Weaving a New Rainbow

There is perhaps no individual who has done more to bring  
atheists, humanists, and the nonreligious out of the shadows and 
into the mainstream than Richard Dawkins. Already the world’s 
most renowned evolutionary biologist and author of some of the 
most influential books on science ever written, Dawkins had also es-
tablished an organization to promote science, critical thinking, and 
the rights of nonbelievers, the Richard Dawkins Foundation  
for Reason & Science.

The Richard Dawkins Foundation’s mission was in perfect alignment 
with that of the Center for Inquiry. In 2016, the Richard Dawkins 
Foundation merged with the Center for Inquiry, creating one of the 
largest freethought organizations in the world. Now a division of 
the Center for Inquiry, the Dawkins Foundation—and, importantly, 
Richard Dawkins himself—continues to pursue that shared mission, 
combining bold and passionate advocacy with CFI’s rich intellectual 
history, institutional expertise, and global network of communities. 
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Coming Out to Open Arms

While nonbelievers have made incredible strides in gaining mainstream 
acceptance, it remains that in many parts of the country, coming out 
as godless can mean ostracization and alienation. CFI’s Openly Secular 
campaign is an initiative aimed at eliminating discrimination and  
increasing acceptance of the nonreligious, offering free resources and 
materials for those who are questioning their beliefs or need guidance 
for coming out to those close to them.

Since its launch with the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason  
& Science, Openly Secular has recruited celebrities, dignitaries,  
and everyday Americans to publicly declare their secular identity.  
The campaign has included NFL star Arian Foster; former Congressman 
Barney Frank; entertainers such as Bill Maher, Penn and Teller,  
and Julia Sweeney; and even the all-knowing, all-seeing deity himself, 
John de Lancie, Star Trek’s “Q.” 



Nothing Lost in Translation

There are many parts of the world in which it is all too difficult to obtain 
books that explain and celebrate science written in the local language. It’s no 
surprise, then, that non-professional translations of the works of Richard Daw-
kins have been downloaded millions of times, particularly in the Muslim world.

The Center for Inquiry is working to address this demand through its Transla-
tions Project. The books of Richard Dawkins—including The Greatest Show on 
Earth, The Magic of Reality, The Blind Watchmaker, and The God Delusion—are 
being professionally translated into languages such as Arabic, Urdu, and Farsi 
and will be made available free of charge.

TRANSLATIONS 
PROJECT
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